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t Xn ' r d n aki “ p tie tf!3k of aassBSing the role of geographic 
..actors In the determination of future relative newer of r.h* XZ 

fcrlrl vamiio 4-V>.. Q4-... <l» : rsn _ .. I ^ — “ uc — * * r f Tf 

found 


World versus the Sir o Sav let Bloc, the, , rouri£ 

the^ 8 ^^ 0 ™TT * 1 th * quailtl * B of geography that relate to 
the estimation of strategy power. It was determined that, within the 

IE? 2 r Tf Cft T th * prt * Ie ^ tb * ^ Secant characteristic, are 

wiioi tri nt’ Sh T' * iW> * Geography is concerned with the 

Sen^na It I * ea1 -/ nterrelati ^ ip « of physical and cultural 

it comprshendn and assesses e near totality of environmental 

st^riTnf V Y th * s ' overview, geography contributes insight and under- 

aBPCCtS ° f & naU0D,S pcwer * inclusions based 

^ " : J'T'*’*' &re valid ona y in specific contra j 

data on the environment.*! elements concerned must be as specific as the 
conclusions sought apeciiic as the 

-Inn ^ + J< he gTOgraphic factors of terrain, vegetation, climate, popuia- 

r eeDUree *' Importation and comunicatlonr , 

location , size, and shape were evaluated in relation to the problem It 
msjound that savera., of the*. factor* could be noLl^d £Sl5'*£, 
rmp> . cont «xt of the problem, these were discarded as belt* more 

susceptible to analysis in conjunction with elements not essentially 
®: g ‘ i economy, political organization, national character, 
military development * The factors of location, size, and shape remain 

3 ^g oaDt l " thBt profoundly iSluenco 
the strategic sit?iation of states or coalitions of states, 

, Man J hooks have been written op the subject of national power, 

ttS cSr«r«i he cal ****** of geography that have Influenced 

the course of events between nations in the past. Written in retrospect 

ese books can identify those geographic elements which were significant 
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So«lI^ Ut ?v, the C0Ur3 ! ° f mv&ata > but they do not deal with event® in 

but el rj? tS eanBOt be Sbwn to have determined 

actiS. mVe lnflueRced then b onc « the objective for 

the ^ h " evaluation of the significance of each of 

-.he three uniquely geographic factors -- location, size, and shape — 
in an assessment of national or coalition power is further complicated 

Of " Pr *' WorM " (“4 »a ««= rSpecS 

invokes f Si no -Soviet Eloc ), the major imponderables that are 

1065 iSvn "T** ° f the two coalitions, the time reference of 
j™ d 1910 I the 'predictable effects of advancing technology. 

f Jtors a cS f be n S r 0 '? ,a p a ' ba p ed ° n the ^ication of geographic 
1 to :hP PoWHr ^itions paper, it is necessary that 

thPrJnM aasumpt J ® 513 ®“‘ l conditions be stated. In its present Context 
w!rtff 5 T P®rMte only «..« y general conclusions — e .g., the Free 

compouided^v 3 ?^^ \ gr 4 T Siza 8nd ^©^ation, the latter being 
compounded, by the discontinuity of pro-UJS. components,. 

known^geo^olitTSi M? lffl '; cme,w3ed that geographic factors and the well- 
hR^-i h 2 T ?! be5 ? 8 Bnd doctrines of MacKinder, McMahan, et al 

have limited a pplicability to a power positions estimate. I * 

i-hia J does hava a ii^inct contribution to make. Accompanyin g — 

rnis memorandum are two annexes that contain material of signmcaS^in 

s * h “ 4 - *-« a 4 -«iSr^: e « 

ana possi oxy future relationahl pe between the Free World and th* 

Soviet Bloc on the basis of those factors tfa^taS Scept^fJ beliT' 
googregfalc aM 3 i s 5 n 3 f leant. Annex B deals with a subjeet^hich 

of power -eStionSinf bet’JL U +f +T° St lB ® ortaace la the assessments 
t relationships between the two opposing grouts s it is 

2 2 ; SS~ 1,et ' re " n the 22 * 

in the extent of knowledge of the physical environment* The growth Jd 

d 2 ™ bv pe f C ** fliUy ° r otha *wi®®, is conditioned^TTl^e 

? y th * coa ^ rehenstV( ^as of the knowledge that each has of its own 
physical environment and tl-at of the others. Any disnaritv in the 

of such knowledge is bound to place on® nation or group of nations in^n 
Xt B is f 2 lt f t£t ent:ial * dVftItt f g ® ° r disadvantage with Aspect to others. 

the l a 8 SeSa f n ° f thia factor 18 of great significance in 

P re Paration of an estimate of power positions, * 


5- The . 

its deliberations 


. . . , — _ 1 encourages the task team, during 

e i D " UOT y ° f euch ba * Ic geogre®hic 


~ xnrxuence or such basic ffeoembhir 
®Issaftnfe8 as sis® , shstje* Wation *♦. *. , . ® c*^k*xc 

» pe, at a location on the relative power positions of 
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the two International growings. It is felt that geography's greatest 
contribution can probably be ®ada in the process of coordination, of the 
contributions of other coritrlbutors . Presumably more refined assumptions 
and terms of reference 5(131 Merge from these contributions, thus per- 
mitting a more specific assessment of the influence of geographic 
quasi -geographic factors on comparative power positions under given sets 
of circumstances. 


Enclosures: 2 I 1 

1. Annex A 

2. Annex B 
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